
Diplomacy and International Assistance 
 

Winning the War on Terror is the highest foreign policy priority of this Administration.  America 
continues to work tirelessly with our many counterterrorism partners overseas to deny al-Qaida any 
safe harbor and to disrupt their terrorist plots.  The President also continues to strengthen 
America’s defenses in the War on Terror.  In support of that objective, programs in the Department 
of State and related international-affairs agencies are directed at assisting the development of 
freedom, democracy, and economic opportunity in Iraq and Afghanistan; providing support to our 
coalition partners; improving the peacekeeping capabilities of other nations; and encouraging the 
spread of democracy and freedom necessary to thwart terrorism’s advance. 
 
Ø The President’s FY 2006 Budget builds on the successes of the last four years.  It includes: 

 
Humanitarian Assistance Programs: 

o $3.2 billion, an increase of $382 million, to continue the President’s five-year, $15 billion 
commitment to fight global HIV/AIDS; 

o A commitment to help with the rehabilitation and reconstruction of countries devastated by 
the tsunamis and relief for the victims of the tsunamis; 

o $1.2 billion for food aid, including a new initiative to provide $300 million in cash 
assistance, allowing emergency food aid to be provided more quickly to address the most 
urgent needs; and 

o A commitment to help improve the economic and humanitarian crisis in Darfur as part of a 
FY 2005 Supplemental request. 

 
Promoting Global Democracy and Prosperity: 

o $3 billion, an increase of $1.5 billion, to expand the Millennium Challenge Account for 
foreign assistance, to encourage sound economic policies in the developing world; 

o A $10-million contribution to the United Nations Democracy Fund to provide technical 
assistance to nations adopting democratic reforms; 

o $360 million in economic assistance to help the Iraqi government deliver basic services to 
its people, collect revenues, and develop a free-market system capable of joining the 
global ec onomy; 

o Nearly $1.1 billion to build on the positive momentum in Afghanistan through investment 
in health, education, clean water, and free-market infrastructure that will create conditions 
for sustained growth and stability, as well as to continue counternarcotics activities; 

o $1.34 billion for United States contributions to the World Bank and other Multilateral 
Development Banks to help the poorest countries make more productive investments 
without incurring greater debt; 

o $100 million to continue to support the enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
Initiative by helping these countries to channel resources they would have used to pay 
interest and other debt-service costs into critical programs, such as  health and education; 

o $120 million for the Middle East Partnership Initiative to expand democracy, support 
political, economic, and social reform , and improve access to education, information, and 
jobs; 

o $80 million, an increase of $20 million over 2005 levels, for the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) to provide grants to private groups and organizations that build and 
strengthen democratic institutions and promote the rule of law, human rights, civic 
education, and a free press; 

o $100 million for the Partnerships for Learning (P4L) Initiative, which provides scholarships 
and exchange opportunities to students in the Muslim world; and 



o $79 million to the Middle East Broadcasting Network to provide accurate and balanced 
news and information to audiences in the Middle East. 

 
Managing Threats Abroad: 

o Over $640 million for Pakistan to help advance security and economic opportunity for 
Pakistan’s citizens; 

o Over $450 million for Jordan to accelerate economic -growth opportunity and strengthen 
border controls; 

o Over $550 million to support Colombia’s unified campaign against drugs and terrorism; 
o $114 million for the second year of the Global Peace Operations Initiative.  This Initiative, 

being implemented in cooperation with the G-8, pledges to: 
§ Train and equip 75,000 troops by 2010 to increase global capacity to conduct 

peace support operations with a focus on Africa; and 
§ Create a "clearinghouse" function to exchange information and coordinate G-8 

efforts to enhance peace operations training and exercises in Africa; 
o $100 million for the Conflict Response Fund to help the United States deploy trained and 

experienced civilian personnel immediately to an unstable region; 
o $734 million for the Andean Counterdrug Initiative to consolidate gains made in recent 

years in the areas of eradication, interdiction, and alternative development; and 
o $437 million for operations to continue the fight against drugs in Afghanistan. 

 
Investing in Tomorrow’s Leaders and Service: 

o $322 million for State Department-funded basic education programs and $167 million for 
higher education and training worldwide; 

o $115 million in funding for support, training, and assistance programs to aid people and 
strengthen institutions that promote freedom and human rights and help establish the rule 
of law; and 

o $345 million for the Peace Corps program, allowing it to open at least two new posts and 
maintain the existing number of volunteers – the highest number of volunteers in 29 
years. 

 
Ø In addition to the FY 2006 Budget request, the President is planning a supplemental budget 

request for the War on Terror and support for Palestinians.  This request includes funds for the 
State Department for embassy construction and operations in Iraq, the acceleration of 
reconstruction in Afghanistan, the support of critical partners in the War on Terror, support for 
Palestinians, and unanticipated events such as the humanitarian crisis in Darfur.  It also makes it 
clear that we will continue to stand with the Iraqi and Afghan people against the terrorists 
desperately trying to block democracy and the advance of human rights. 

 


